'Appl. No. 10/791,240 

Amdt. Dated 1/30/2006 

Reply to Office action of 9/28/2005 

Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 
Listing of Claims: 

55. (Currently Amended) A computing device to allow for the selection and display 
of a multimedia presentation of an audio file to a user and to allow the user to play a non virtual 
stringed musical instrument in conjunction with the multimedia presentation, wherein an 
interface device couples the stringed musical instrument to the computing device by p e rforming 
analog to digital conv e rsion of the non virtual musical instrum e nt's analog audio signal 
g e n e rat e d r e sponsiv e to a us e r actually playing th e non virtual musical instrum e nt to cr e at e a 
digitiz e d audio signal and a server transmits a session file associated with a musical piece to the 
computing device through a computer network, the session file including an audio file and 
multimedia data, the computing device comprising: 

a communication device to: 

transmit a user's request for the selection of a musical piece to the server; and 
receive the session file associated with the selected musical piece from the server; 

and 

a processor to: 

process the session file such that the computing device presents a multimedia 
presentation of the audio file to the user; and 

process the a digitized audio signal of the non virtual stringed musical instrument 
which is generated responsive to a user actually playing the non virtual stringed musical 
instrument ; and 

create a mixed digital signal of both the processed digital audio signal of the 
stringed musical instrument and the audio file; 

wherein the mixed digital signal is transmitted through a sound device to the user so that 
the user can play the non virtual stringed musical instrument in conjunction with the multimedia 
presentation of the audio file. 
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56. (Currently Amended) The computing device of claim 55, wherein the processor 
further creates and causes the display of a control panel graphical interface for the non virtual 
stringed musical instrument, the control panel graphical interface having settings that define 
sound characteristics for the non virtual stringed musical instrument. 

57. (Currently Amended) The computing device of claim 56, wherein the control 
panel graphical interface allows the user to set the sound characteristics for the non virtual 
stringed musical instrument. 

58. (Currently Amended) The computing device of claim 56, wherein, in response to 
the multimedia data of the session file, further comprising setting the control panel graphical 
interface to pre-defined values to model the sound characteristics of the non - virtual stringed 
musical instrument associated with the audio file for the musical piece selected by the user. 

59. (Currently Amended) The computing device of claim 55, wherein a track 
associated with the user's non virtual stringed musical instrument is removed from the audio file 
for the musical piece selected by the user such that the user can play the user's non virtual 
stringed musical instrument in conjunction with a multimedia presentation of the audio file that 
does not include the user's non virtual stringed musical instrument. 

60. (Previously Presented) The computing device of claim 55, further comprising 
displaying music notation associated with the audio file of the musical piece selected by the user 
in the multimedia presentation to the user. 

61 . (Previously Presented) The computing device of claim 55, wherein the server 
identifies the user based upon a unique identifier. 

62. (Previously Presented) The computing device of claim 61 , wherein the unique 
identifier is a serial number. 

63. (Previously Presented) The computing device of claim 61, further comprising 
displaying a presentation of musical pieces tailored to the user based upon the unique identifier. 
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64. (Previously Presented) The computing device of claim 61, wherein the interface 
device stores a user key associated with the interface device. 

65. (Previously Presented) The computing device of claim 64, wherein the audio file 
transmitted from the server to the computing device of the user is encrypted with an audio file 
key associated with the audio file and the audio file key is encrypted with a user key for the user 
and is also transmitted to the computing device. 

66. (Previously Presented) The computing device of claim 65, wherein the interface 
device decrypts the audio file key that is encrypted with the user key using the stored user key 
and transmits the decrypted audio file key to the computing device, further comprising: 

decrypting the audio file with the audio file key. 

67. (Currently Amended) A computer-readable medium having stored thereon 
instructions executable by a computing device, the computing device to allow for the selection 
and display of a multimedia presentation of an audio file to a user and to allow the user to play a 
non virtual stringed musical instrument in conjunction with the multimedia presentation, wherein 
an interface device couples the non virtual stringed musical instrument to the computing device 
by p e rforming analog to digital conv e rsion of th e non virtual musical instrum e nt's analog audio 
signal g e nerat e d responsiv e to a us e r actually playing th e non virtual musical instrum e nt to 
cr e at e a digitized audio signal and a server transmits a session file associated with a musical 
piece to the computing device through a computer network, the session file including an audio 
file and multimedia data, the instructions when executed by the computing device, cause the 
computing device to perform the following operations comprising: 

transmitting a user's request for the selection of a musical piece to the server; 
receiving the session file associated with the selected musical piece from the server; 
processing the session file such that the computing device presents a multimedia 
presentation of the audio file to the user; and 

processing the a digitized audio signal of the non virtual stringed musical instrument 
which is generated responsive to a user actually playing the non virtual stringed musical 
instrument ; and 
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creating a mixed digital signal of both the processed digital audio signal of the stringed 
musical instrument and the audio file; 

wherein the mixed digital signal is transmitted through a sound device to the user so that 
the user can play the non virtual stringed musical instrument in conjunction with the multimedia 
presentation of the audio file. 

68. (Currently Amended) The computer-readable medium of claim 67, further 
comprising creating and displaying a control panel graphical interface for the non virtual 
stringed musical instrument, the control panel graphical interface having settings that define 
sound characteristics for the non virtual stringed musical instrument. 

69. (Currently Amended) The computer-readable medium of claim 68, wherein the 
control panel graphical interface allows the user to set the sound characteristics for the nen- 
virtual stringed musical instrument. 

70. (Currently Amended) The computer-readable medium of claim 68, in response to 
the multimedia data of the session file, further comprising setting the control panel graphical 
interface to pre-defined values to model the sound characteristics of the non virtual stringed 
musical instrument associated with the audio file for the musical piece selected by the user. 

71. (Currently Amended) The computer-readable medium of claim 67, wherein a 
track associated with the user's non virtual stringed musical instrument is removed from the 
audio file for the musical piece selected by the user such that the user can play the user's neft- 
virtual stringed musical instrument in conjunction with a multimedia presentation of the audio 
file that does not include the user's non virtual stringed musical instrument. 

72. (Previously Presented) The computer-readable medium of claim 67, further 
comprising displaying music notation associated with the audio file of the musical piece selected 
by the user in the multimedia presentation to the user. 

73. (Previously Presented) The computer-readable medium of claim 67, wherein the 
server identifies the user based upon a unique identifier. 
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74. (Previously Presented) The computer-readable medium of claim 73, wherein the 
unique identifier is a serial number. 

75. (Previously Presented) The computer-readable medium of claim 73, further 
comprising displaying a presentation of musical pieces tailored to the user based upon the unique 
identifier. 

76. (Previously Presented) The computer-readable medium of claim 73, wherein the 
interface device stores a user key associated with the interface device. 

77. (Previously Presented) The computer-readable medium of claim 76, wherein the 
audio file transmitted from the server to the computing device of the user is encrypted with an 
audio file key associated with the audio file and the audio file key is encrypted with a user key 
for the user and is also transmitted to the computing device. 

78. (Previously Presented) The computer-readable medium of claim 77, wherein the 
interface device decrypts the audio file key that is encrypted with the user key using the stored 
user key and transmits the decrypted audio file key to the computing device, further comprising: 

decrypting the audio file with the audio file key. 

79. (Currently Amended) A method to allow for the selection and display of a 
multimedia presentation of an audio file to a user and to allow the user to play a non virtual 
stringed musical instrument in conjunction with the multimedia presentation, wherein an 
interface device couples the non virtual stringed musical instrument to a computing device by 
performing analog to digital conv e rsion of th e musical instrum e nt's analog audio signal 
g e n e rat e d responsiv e to a us e r actually playing th e non virtual musical instrum e nt to cr e at e a 
digitiz e d audio signal and a server transmits a session file associated with a musical piece to the 
computing device through a computer network, the session file including an audio file and 
multimedia data, the method comprising: 

transmitting a user's request for the selection of a musical piece to the server; 
receiving the session file associated with the selected musical piece from the server; 
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processing the session file such that the computing device presents a multimedia 
presentation of the audio file to the user; and 

processing the a digitized audio signal of the non virtual stringed musical instrument 
which is generated responsive to a user actually playing the non virtual stringed musical 
instrument ; and 

creating a mixed digital signal of both the processed digital audio signal of the stringed 
musical instrument and the audio file; 

wherein the mixed digital signal is transmitted through a sound device to the user so that 
the user can play the non virtual stringed musical instrument in conjunction with the multimedia 
presentation of the audio file. 

80. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 79, further comprising creating and 
displaying a control panel graphical interface for the non - virtual stringed musical instrument, the 
control panel graphical interface having settings that define sound characteristics for the neft- 
virtual stringed musical instrument. 

81 . (Currently Amended) The method of claim 80, wherein the control panel 
graphical interface allows the user to set the sound characteristics for the non virtual stringed 
musical instrument. 

82. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 80, in response to the multimedia data 
of the session file, further comprising setting the control panel graphical interface to pre-defined 
values to model the sound characteristics of the non virtual stringed musical instrument 
associated with the audio file for the musical piece selected by the user. 

83. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 79, wherein a track associated with 
the user's non virtual stringed musical instrument is removed from the audio file for the musical 
piece selected by the user such that the user can play the user's non - virtual stringed instrument in 
conjunction with a multimedia presentation of the audio file that does not include the user's aen- 
virtual stringed musical instrument. 
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84. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 79, further comprising displaying 
music notation associated with the audio file of the musical piece selected by the user in the 
multimedia presentation to the user. 

85. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 79, wherein the server identifies the 
user based upon a unique identifier. 

86. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 85, wherein the unique identifier is a 
serial number. 

87. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 85, further comprising displaying a 
presentation of musical pieces tailored to the user based upon the unique identifier. 

88. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 85, wherein the interface device 
stores a user key associated with the interface device. 

89. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 88, wherein the audio file 
transmitted from the server to the computing device of the user is encrypted with an audio file 
key associated with the audio file and the audio file key is encrypted with a user key for the user 
and is also transmitted to the computing device. 

90. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 89, wherein the interface device 
decrypts the audio file key that is encrypted with the user key using the stored user key and 
transmits the decrypted audio file key to the computing device, further comprising: 

decrypting the audio file with the audio file key. 
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